
YRSS earns Chamber’s Community Involvement Award 

 The Town of Hamburg Department of 

Youth, Recreation and Senior Services 

(YRSS) was honored by the Hamburg 

Chamber of Commerce at its annual 

Member Recognition Dinner March 30 

with its Community Involvement 

Award. The distinction recognizes ―the 

business that contributes significant time 

and/or resources for the betterment of 

the community and its residents. They 

invest in people, organizations and 

businesses that help keep our community 

strong, while providing employees with 

time and/or resources to participate in 

charitable programs promoting the 

community as a whole.‖ 

The YRSS is a multifaceted combined 

department of three distinct branches 

(Youth Bureau, Recreation and Senior 

Services) that encompasses facility 

operations, programs, events and 

services available to residents of 

Hamburg, our neighbors and 

visitors.  

YRSS Director Martin C. Denecke 

graduated from Medaille College 

with a degree in Parks and Recreation 

Management and has been credentialed 

as a Certified Parks and Recreation 

Professional (CPRP). Hired as Senior 

Recreation Supervisor in 1988, he was 

promoted to Assistant Director in 1995 

and Director in 2002.  

This newsletter is a 

publication of the Town of 

Hamburg Dept. of Youth, 

Recreation and Senior 

Services. 

Phone: 646-5145 

Email:recreation@ 

townofhamburg.com 
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The Town of Ham-

burg Department of 

Youth, Recreation and 

Senior Services recent-

ly received a $2,500 

grant for the town's Recreation Foun-

dation from the Kelly For Kids Foun-

dation  Pictured are Jim Kelly and  

Marty Denecke, director of YRSS. 

 

 

Shown at the HCC annual 

Member Recognition Dinner 

are YRSS Director Martin C. 

Denecke, third from right, 

above with staff members 

from left: Bev Preischel, YES Program Coordi-

nator; Shannon Zdrojewski, Mobile Marketing; 

Eileen Hotho, Communications Coordinator; 

Marc Collins, Recreation Supervisor; Jim 

Bermingham, Town Park Fitness Center; Ni-

cole Dayka, Youthful Offender Program and 

Youth Court Coordinator; John Zoda, Special 

Events Coordinator and Joe Wenzel, Deputy 

Director, YRSS.  Also, Denecke is pictured 

with HCC‘s Jamie Decker, left and Cyndi 

Matla. 

See HCC Honors, Page 6 

Enjoy your 

summer! 
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Hundreds enjoy Rec Expo & Seniors Open House 

Rec Expo, Senior Services Open 

House & Donny Thiry Day at the Sen-

ior Center. 1-art with Terry Walkow-

ski. 2-music with 23 Skidoo. 3-YRSS 

info. 4, 6-Chicken BBQ. 5-Basket 

drawings. 7-mascots. 8-Joe P. plays 

pool. 9, 10 & 11-basketball. 12-

Magician Mike Seege. 13-YES help-

ers. 14-Shirley S. & Joe W. 15, 16-

Hook A Kid on Golf. 17. Council 

Member Mike Quinn, with daughter, 

shown trying out the ping pong table 

he donated to YRSS. 
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Fifteen extraordinary peo-

ple were honored in cere-

monies in Hamburg for 

contributions ranging from 

youth development and 

leadership as coaches and 

teachers, to youth who 

serve as role models 

through extensive commu-

nity service, perseverance 

and strength of spirit. They 

were recognized at the 

Town of Hamburg‘s 29th 

annual Youth Bureau Ser-

vice Awards & Recogni-

tion Banquet held April 25 

at Michael‘s Banquet Fa-

cility.  

John McFall Jr. received 

the Michael J. Dundon Ser-

vice to Youth Award that 

honors the person who best 

exemplifies the service of 

the late Michael J. Dundon, 

a longtime executive direc-

tor of the Youth Bureau. 

Nominated for the award 

by Tom Murphy, McFall is 

a former special education 

teacher and currently, a 

teacher at Charlotte Ave-

nue Elementary School, 

head ice hockey coach and 

director for the Hamburg 

High School Federation 

Hockey Team and is a 

member of the Town of 

Hamburg Recreation Advi-

sory Board. ―In 2008, he 

interviewed for and won 

the job of coaching the 

Hamburg High School 

Varsity Bulldogs in the 

Western New York Federa-

tion High School Hockey 

League, arguably some of 

the best high school hock-

ey in New York State,‖ 

Murphy said. ―His tireless 

devotion to his team in-

cludes daily 6 a.m. practic-

es at the Nike Base before 

school. John began coach-

ing for his father, John Sr. 

in his beginner hockey pro-

gram at the age of 14,‖ ac-

cording to Murphy, leading 

a college counselor to com-

ment to John that he had 

been a teacher for most of 

Youth Bureau recognizes service, dedication April 25 

     

 

SERVICE TO YOUTH AWARDS FOR 
2016-2017 

 Michael J. Dundon Award 

      John McFall Jr. 

 Mary T. Blakeslee Award  

      Thomas Zdrojewski 

 Character Coach of the Year Award 

      Ronald Sporyz 

      Gabrielle Lonergan 

      Jacqueline Murzynowski 

      Scott Hull 

 Donny Thiry Human Spirit Award 

      Addison Kinderman 

 Director’s Citation for Longevity in Service 

      Tom Ryan 

Honored at the Youth Bureau Awards Banquet were from left: Photo 1: Thomas Zdrojewski, John McFall Jr.,    

Gabrielle Lonergan, Ronald Sporyz, Tom Ryan, Scott Hull and Addison Kinderman. Jackie Murzynowski, not 

pictured, was also honored. Photo 2, YES Program members: Back row: Nicholas Nelson and Nicolas Gelyon. 

Front row:   Brandon Tomasik, Gianna Puglisi, Trevor Lates, Sandra Nelson, Haley Evertt and YES Program   

Coordinator   Bev Preischel. 

HONOREES 22
1 

See Youth Awards, Page 4 

Honors from Page 1 
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his life. ―One of John‘s favorite 

catch phrases is:  ‗The teaching of 

Sport and the Sport of teaching‘ and 

he derives much pleasure from each 

of these pursuits.‖ 

Thomas Zdrojewski was presented 

the Mary T. Blakeslee Service to 

Youth Award named for the late Ms. 

Blakeslee, a longtime member of the 

Town of Hamburg Youth Board. 

Nominated by David McDermott 

and Russ Deveso of the Hamburg 

Hawks Hockey Association, Zdro-

jewski has coached hockey and 

served as an administrator for the 

association for more than 12 years. 

During the awards ceremonies, 

Deveso noted that Zdrojewski had 

actually been with the hockey organ-

ization for far longer than the 12 

years noted because he was first as-

sociated with HHHA as a youngster, 

playing youth hockey with the 

Hawks. He became vice president of 

Hamburg Hockey not long ago, after 

the sudden death of Steve Holmes. 

Zdrojewski also coordinates the 

House League and, through the 

years, he has worked with kids of all 

ages and categories, instilling a love 

for the game of hockey, Deveso said. 

The Recreation Department also rec-

ognized Ronald Sporyz, Jacqueline 

Murzynowski, Gabrielle Lonergan 

and Scott Hull as Character Coaches 

of the Year, in appreciation of their 

service.  

Ronald Sporyz has coached Frontier 

High School Varsity Soccer and the 

Hamburg Monarchs Soccer Club for 

five years. He was nominated by 

Frontier High School Senior Brianna 

Stegmeier, who was coached by 

Sporyz for four years as a member of 

both organizations. She cited      

Sporyz‘s dedication and inspiration 

to his athletes, particularly when he 

continued to guide athletes while 

battling cancer. ―From buying us our 

warm-up suits to being there when 

he was at his absolute worst, he nev-

er gave up on us,‖ Stegmeier said. 

He never ceased to amaze me with 

how strong of an individual he is, 

even when faced with the toughest of 

adversities. Coach was always there 

for our team, even when he couldn‘t 

physically be there. Coach Ron Spo-

ryz is one of those special people 

you‘ll never forget; he really impact-

ed my life and who I am today,‖ she 

said. 

Jacqueline Murzynowski has 

coached cross country and outdoor 

track for Frontier Central Schools for 

10 years and was nominated by 

James Zubler. Both were unable to 

attend the awards banquet due to 

conflicting coaching duties, but in 

his written nomination, Zubler said 

Murzynowski is a ―highly respected 

teacher who demonstrates the char-

acteristics and attitudes of honesty, 

honor, integrity, determination and 

sportsmanship. As far as her rela-

tionship with athletes, it is remarka-

ble to witness,‖ said Zubler. ―They 

seek out her input on all aspects of 

their educational life, athletic en-

deavors, as well as personal rela-

tions.‖ 

Gabrielle Lonergan has coached 

cheerleading for Hamburg Little 

Loop for five years and was nomi-

nated by Holly Park. Before coach-

ing for the organization, she was a 

cheerleader with the organization. 

―Gabbie is an energetic, over the top 

coach. Her high energy is contagious 

and makes her a great role model,‖ 

Park said. Lonergan recently has tak-

en on the additional challenge of be-

coming coordinator. Park cites her 

―undivided love and passion for the 

sport, organization and kids.‖ 

Scott Hull has coached softball for 

Xtreme Fastpitch Softball for 10 

years and was nominated by Mark 

Kumiega. He said Hull ―places a 

great emphasis on sportsmanship and 

enthusiasm when coaching and in-

structing his players‖ and notes that 

the organization has assisted many 

young girls from ages 8 to 20 to 

achieve their dream. Hull has in-

stilled a determination in his players 

and has also served as a mentor to 

newer coaches to prepare them for 

the rigors of travel sports. 

Addison Kinderman, a 10-year-old 

fourth-grade student at Union Pleas-

ant Elementary School earned the 

Donny Thiry Human Spirit Award, 

which honors the memory of the late 

Donny Thiry, a Recreation employee 

who was a sports enthusiast who 

loved participating as much as he 

could despite the challenges of neu-

rofibromatosis. In nominating Addi-

son for the award, Jackie Peffer, 

principal of UPES noted Addison‘s 

strength of spirit through a number 

of surgeries required to correct diffi-

culties associated with being born 

with cleft lip. Despite those chal-

lenges, along with medical complica-

tions from required surgeries, one of 

which resulted in a stroke and visual 

impairments, Addison is known for 

her perseverance and positive atti-

tude, Peffer said. ―I asked Addison, 

if you were older and very wise, and 

were asked by someone how to be 

happy, what would you say? Her 

answer? ‗When you make a mistake, 

erase it and try again.‘  I think she‘s 

already become very wise.  With a 

philosophy and attitude like that, I 

don‘t see anything standing in her 

way!‖ 

Addison Kinderman honored with Donny Thiry Human Spirit Award 

Youth Awards, from Page 3 
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Best wishes on your retirement, Shirley Spaulding! 

Tom Ryan was honored with a spe-

cial distinction, the Director‘s Cita-

tion for Longevity in Service by 

Martin C. Denecke, director of 

YRSS and Daniel Chiacchia. A re-

tired physical education teacher at 

the Elmwood Franklin School, a 

longtime member of the Town of 

Hamburg Recreation Advisory Board 

and a member of the Hamburg Youth 

Sports Partnership. He has been a 

volunteer basketball coach, founder 

and referee for the Hamburg Little 

Cagers Program (ages 9-10) Girls 

Division for about 21 years and a 

member of the organization‘s board. 

His extensive volunteer coaching 

includes Hamburg Junior Softball 

and Baseball League. ―Tom Ryan 

has been a coach, mentor, board 

member or referee for over 25 

years,‖ said Chiacchia. ―He contin-

ues to take an active role in youth 

soccer, lacrosse and basketball pro-

grams in both the Village and Town 

of Hamburg. His even temperament 

and calm demeanor are just a couple 

of the qualities that make him a great 

advocate for youth sports.‖ The 

Youth Bureau also recognized seven 

teen volunteers with the Youth En-

gaged in Service (YES) Program 
for extensive community service. 

The honorees and the total of hours 

of community service they contribut-

ed in 2016 were: Brandon Tomasik, 

178 hours; Trevor Lates, 142 hours; 

Sandra Nelson, 78 hours; Nicholas 

Nelson, 76 hours; Gianna Puglisi, 66 

hours; Nicolas Gelyon, 64 hours; and 

Haley Evertt, 60 hours. The YES 

volunteers assisted in town programs 

such as adaptive recreation, Recrea-

tion events, such as Blast on the 

Beach, Adult Day Service activities 

and field trips and worked with the 

Town of Hamburg Lions Club, the 

Rotary Club of Hamburg and Ham-

burgh Holidays at community events. 

 

TAPPING MAPLE SUGAR A number of visitors of 

all ages to the Taylor Road Park on March 19 partici-

pated in a maple sugaring program with Earth Spirit, 

an educational organization that often partners with the 

town. They learned about the methods of sap collec-

tion and maple sugaring preparation as practiced by 

Native Americans, early settlers and modern day pro-

ducers. A delicious pancake brunch followed. For 

more information on Earth Spirit, visit 

www.earthspiritedu.org.   

Shirley Spaulding, center, received a proclamation from Town Su-

pervisor Steven J. Walters at a party in the HSCC Dining Room in 

her honor the last week of April when she was retiring as senior pro-

gram coordinator of the Town of Hamburg Adult Day Service 

(HADS) after more than 20 years with the town. Also shown from 

left are: Joe Wenzel, deputy director of YRSS; Rosanne Witryk, pro-

gram coordinator of HADS and Martin Denecke, director of YRSS. 

http://www.earthspiritedu.org
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HCC Honors, from Page 1 

In 2010, he was assigned oversight of both the Youth 

and Senior Services branches when the departments 

were merged. 

 Denecke and his department manage facilities and ma-

jor sites such as the Hamburg Town Ice Arena, Ham-

burg Town Park Beach and Fitness Center, 18 Mile 

Creek Golf Course, Taylor Road Park and Rental Cab-

in, Hamburg Adult Day Service, the Town of Hamburg 

Senior Community Center and Woodlawn Beach State 

Park. The town has thousands of acres of parkland that 

are utilized for organized sports and family activities.  

The three branches of the department serve the entire 

community, including children, troubled teens, fami-

lies, adults, the elderly, the frail, economically disad-

vantaged and individuals with disabilities.  

The Youth Bureau nurtures volunteers in its Youth En-

gaged in Service (YES) Program, guiding teens who 

provide community service. Its Youthful Offender Pro-

gram and Youth Court assist troubled teens, while 

providing Youth Court volunteers with a bird‘s eye 

view into the legal courts system. 

Recreation programs provide healthy, fun activities for 

all ages and teach youth sportsmanship and character 

building. Senior Services provides wide-ranging ser-

vices from healthy lunches, fitness opportunities in the 

gym and therapeutic pool to safe driving, computer 

classes, health education and social activities.  

While quality is emphasized, so are efficiency and re-

sourcefulness and saving taxpayers from unnecessary 

costs.  The Hamburg Recreation Foundation was creat-

ed to facilitate fund-raising capabilities. Denecke and 

his team are always on the lookout for grants, sponsor-

ships and donations to underwrite the cost of program-

ming. Individually taken into consideration, each of the 

three branches of the YRSS has a strong impact on the 

community, but, as a whole, the Department of Youth, 

Recreation and Senior Services is unparalleled for im-

pact and community involvement. 

The Hamburg Chamber of Commerce marked its 90th 

anniversary of service at the Member Recognition Din-

ner, honored members for various periods of member-

ship and also bestowed awards for Innovation and Im-

pact. Erie County Legislator Lynne Dixon was emcee. 

HAMBURG REC IS INCLUSION CHAMPION 

The Town of Hamburg Department of Youth, Recre-

ation and Senior Services was recently honored as an 

Inclusion Champion at the77th annual convention of 

the New York State Recreation and Park Society, top 

photo. The award was presented by Dr. Lynn Ander-

son, distinguished service professor with the Inclu-

sive Recreation Resource Center (IRRC). In a letter 

to Martin C. Denecke, director of Hamburg YRSS 

and Marc Collins, recreation supervisor for adaptive 

recreation, Anderson stated that the IRRC wished to 

recognize Hamburg‘s efforts at inclusion. ―We com-

mend your dedication to enhancing inclusive practic-

es through your agency‘s participation in our youth 

inclusion project,‖ she said. ―Your impact on the rec-

reation and parks community has been noticed and 

we commend you for your dedicated participation.‖ 

Shown at a recent adaptive open gym are staff and 

participants from left: Front row: Andrea Smith, 

Kyle Georger, Mack Zeis, Lexi Szewczyk, PJ Dona-

to and Emily Galus. Back row: Ray Lantzy, JT 

Schuh (holding Inclusion Champion Award), Joe 

Willis, Patrick Schaub, Victoria Langes and Kyle 

Diffley. 



 

TOWN BOARD 

Steven J. Walters Sr.—Supervisor 

Thomas Best Jr.—Council Member 

Michael Quinn Jr. —Council Member 

 
 

Town of Hamburg Youth, Recrea-

tion & Senior Services Dept. Staff: 
Martin C. Denecke—Director 

Joseph P. Wenzel—Deputy Director 
 
 

 

Recreation Staff 

Curt S. Herrmann—Sr. Rec Supervisor 

Luke T. Sullivan—Rec Supervisor 

Timothy M. Jerome—Rec Supervisor 

Amy Brown—Recreation Attendant 
 

Senior Services Staff 

Joseph S. Pietras—Sr. Rec Supervisor 

Marc C. Collins—Rec Supervisor 
 
 

Adult Day Care Staff 

Rosanne Witryk—Sr. Program  

Coordinator 
 

Youth Staff 

Mary Eisenhauer—Youth Consultant 

Beverly Preischel—YES Coordinator 

Nicole Dayka –YO Program Coordinator 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO 

the following organizations for their sup-

port. Their help and generosity allows us 

to continually provide quality services. 
 

Special Donations 

Dani Fit 

Evenhouse Printing 

The Donny Thiry Foundation 

The Jeremy Krencik Family 

The Rotary Club of Hamburg 

The Town of Hamburg Lions Club 
 

Grant Funds 

Buffalo Bills Youth Foundation 

Federal Transit Administration 

Golf Builders Association of America 

Hook a Kid on Golf Foundation 

Kelly for Kids Foundation 

Nat‘l.  Recreation & Parks Assn. 

United States Tennis Association 
 

Major Sponsors 

Dick‘s Sporting Goods 

J.P. Fitzgerald‘s Restaurant 

Pizza Hut 

Tops Friendly Markets 

Wendy‘s 
 

Facility Use 

Braymiller‘s Lanes 

Buffalo Bills 

Frontier Central Schools 

Hamburg Central Schools 

Hilbert College 

Kissing Bridge 

St. Francis High School 

The Hub 

 

Newsletter designed 

and written by  

Eileen A. Hotho, 

Editor 
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THERAPEUTIC POOL—Rental options for the town‘s  therapeutic pool are 

available to established, independent, wellness professionals (physical 

therapists, chiropractors, fitness trainers, etc.) as a site for low impact 

therapy and training options. For information, please call 598-0880. 

 

 

 

 

                                       646-5145 (www.hamburg-youth-rec-seniors.com) recreation@townofhamburgny.com 

 

 

 


