
The Town of Hamburg Department 

of Youth, Recreation and Senior Ser-

vices has announced the summer 

schedule for its swimming programs 

which begin the week of June 27 at 

Frontier Middle School. Open Recreational 

Swim is held on Tuesdays and Fridays from 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. and is free of charge for all 

residents of the Town of Hamburg. Registra-

tion is on site. All other programs are open to 

the general public and have resident and non-

resident rates. 

Programs, times and dates are: 

Tiny Tot Aquatics is held on Mondays (and 

one Friday) from June 27 through July 29 and 

from 10 to 10:45 a.m. for children ages 6 

months through 3 years (as of July 1, 2016) 

and from 11 to 11:45 a.m. for those 3 to 5. 

Parents must be present and go into the water 

with their child. The fee is $25 for residents 

and $34 for non-residents. 

Youth Learn to Swim is for children 6 and 

older as of July 1 and is offered on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays and Thursdays beginning June 

28 and ending July 28 with the option 

of attending either a 10:30 a.m. or 

noon class (no noon class on Wednes-

days). Weekly sessions are 90 minutes 

and cost $25 for residents and $34 for 

non-residents. 

Guard Start is held 

Mondays (and one 

Friday) from noon 

to 1:30 p.m. for ad-

vanced swimmers 

ages 11-14 begin-

ning June 27 and 

ending July 29. Par-

ticipants will be 

taught the required 

skills of lifeguard-

ing, but this is not a 

lifeguard certifica-

tion program. Fees 

are $29 for resi-

dents and $37 for 

non-residents. 

Masters Swim, an adult swimming fitness 

program for persons 18 and up, is held on 

Tuesdays and Fridays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

beginning June 28 and concluding July 29. 

The fee is $29 for residents and $37 for non-

residents. 

For more information or to register, please 

call 646-5145, visit the Rec Office or go to 

our website at www.hamburg-youth-rec-

seniors.com 

This newsletter is a 

publication of the Town of 

Hamburg Department of 

Youth, Recreation and 

Senior Services. 

Phone: 646-5145 

Email:recreation@ 

townofhamburg.com 
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Hamburg Rec sets Summer Swim Programs at Frontier Middle 

Summer’s here & there’s lots to do! 
Hamburg, Woodlawn beaches, golf course are open—special events are set! 

Day Camp Friendship, Summer Tot 

and Woodlawn Adventure Camp  

weekly sessions begin June 27 and 

run into August.  Watch for Flag 

Football, Start Smart and more. 

Check our website for details : 

Hamburg-youth-rec-seniors.com 

YRSS  marked 60 

years of Recreation & 

30 years of Senior Ser-

vices at an open house 

May 14. See story & 

pictures, Pages 2 & 3. 
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    When the Town of Hamburg Department of Youth, 

Recreation and Senior Services celebrated 30 years of 

senior services and 60 years of town recreation services, 

they held a recreation expo and open house for Senior 

Services at the Town of Hamburg Senior Community 

Center May 14 and it was with the assistance of several 

special “trailblazers.” 

    One of them is Bob Tiffany, a senior who enjoys 

entertaining audiences who are also mostly seniors. 

Retired from being an electronics technician since 1999, 

Bob is part of the Queen City Chordsmen, the Buffalo, 

NY Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. An 

interest in singing harmony bridged the transition from 

the workforce to retirement for Bob 20 years ago when 

he responded to a newspaper ad for a class for a 6-week 

class for “Barbershop” harmony singing. Finding it 

enjoyable, he joined the Queen City Chordsmen when 

the class concluded and has been performing ever since, 

often for Hamburg Senior Services and its Adult Day 

Service. “Knowing audiences are having a good time is 

really the bottom line,” said Bob when asked why he 

chose to perform when he could be taking it easy in 

retirement.  

    “What am I going to do? I can’t chase my wife around 

all the time,” he jokes, adding that he and his wife of 54 

years find it rewarding to keep busy with their individual 

hobbies and interests.  

    Another traiblazer is Terry Walkowski, an art 

therapist who works with both adults and children with 

special needs in Hamburg’s programs. Terry still 

maintains a full-time schedule as a school art teacher in 

addition to working with the children on Saturday 

mornings and with senior painting classes once or twice 

a month. She formerly worked a decade as a full-time art 

therapist and enjoys seeing the happy surprise on the 

faces of adult painters who are coaxed out of their 

comfort zones to complete an acrylic painting. 

“Sometimes they are absolutely shocked to see what 

they can do,” she said. “I’ve had some women do 10 or 

20 paintings with me.” Terry enjoys working with two 

very different groups. “I love the children, but I also love 

the adult painters as well. Each population has positive 

attributes. It is good to see each of them find out what art 

has to offer and that they can do the best they can to their 

ability.” 

     

Senior ‘trailblazers’ help make Hamburg Spring/Summer Recreation                    

Expo, Senior Community Center Open House success on May 14 

      Senior Services also marked National Older Amer-

icans Month with building tours and demonstrations 

of popular programs, including Pickle Ball. The 

Queen City Chordsmen, the Kingsmen, balloon artist 

Janice Spagnola and magician Mike Seege provided 

live entertainment. The Recreation Expo was held 

with the support of the Donny Thiry Foundation and 

showcased the town’s spring and summer recreation 

programs and sites as well as adaptive recreation op-

tions for those with mental and physical challenges. 

The Senior Open House featured the new Aging Mas-

tery Program (AMP) which debuts in Hamburg, along 

with building tours, activities and demonstrations. 

    As part of the festivities, Town of Hamburg offi-

cials also held dedication ceremonies in the library 

and gymnasium at the Senior Community Center at 

4540 Southwestern Blvd. honoring two former be-

loved employees. Families and friends of the late John 

Farrell and Donny Thiry were on hand as the John H. 

Farrell Library memorialized the former longtime di-

rector of Senior Services. The gym was dedicated last 

year in memory of Donny C. Thiry, a former recrea-

tion worker, but this year, a new plaque in his name 

was installed.  

    Farrell was the director of Senior Services from 

1986 until his death in 2009. During his 32 years with 

the town, he was credited with greatly expanding pro-

grams and services, with facilitating the move to the 

first Senior Center on Sowles Road and with the es-

tablishment of the Adult Day Services in 1995.  

    Thiry was a man who lived with neurofibromatosis 

from an early age, yet was an unyielding sports enthu-

siast. Although the condition negatively impacted his 

ability to play the sports he loved, Donny pursued his 

passion for sports from the sidelines, sometimes with 

oxygen in tow. He was a manager for many Frontier 

School District teams, scorekeeper for a number of 

town recreation leagues and assisted in guest services 

with the Buffalo Bills. The Donny Thiry Foundation 

was created in his name to assist individuals with dis-

abilities to enable them to participate in recreational 

activities. He worked for the town for 10 years up to 

his death in 2007. Many recreation and senior pro-

grams were highlighted and demonstrated. 
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Rec Expo & Senior Services Open House a big hit at HSCC! 

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Senior Community Center was a hive of activity 

during the Rec Expo and Senior Services Open 

House. Clockwise from top, left: Pickle Ball demo; 

the Queen City Chordsmen; program displays; Mar-

tin Denecke with the John H. Farrell family,  his 

daughters Sarah Ely left and Jennifer O’Connor, and 

son Josh and John’s wife, Sue Farrell; Bonnie and 

Don Thiry, parents of Donny Thiry, magician Mike 

Seege, and children checking out games and the 

work of balloon artist Janice Spagnola. 
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YES volunteers, Donny Thiry Award honoree commended 

Claire Otis was selected to receive the Donny 

Thiry Human Spirit Award which honors the 

memory of the late Donny Thiry. “Like Donny, 

Claire has some physical disability, but she is not de-

fined by any limits she may have, but rather by her 

willingness to overcome obstacles and succeed,” said 

Martin C. Denecke, director of the Town of Hamburg 

Department of Youth, Recreation and Senior Ser-

vices in presenting the award to Otis, a former col-

lege intern with the Recreation department and Adult 

Day Service and later a seasonal employee in Town 

Tot.  

Donny Thiry was also a Recreation employee who 

loved sports but was prevented from active participa-

tion due to physical limitations resulting from neuro-

fibromatosis. Determined to live a full life, Donny 

faced challenges with grit and perseverance. 

DONNY THIRY HUMAN SPIRIT AWARD- 

Claire Otis, recipient of the Donny Thiry Human 

Spirit Award, center, poses with Martin C. 

Denecke, director of the Town of Hamburg 

Department of Youth, Recreation and Senior 

Services. They are flanked by her parents Julie 

and Carl Otis. 

EXEMPLARY VOLUNTEERS 

Seven teen volunteers with the Youth Engaged in Service (YES) Pro-

gram were commended in ceremonies at the annual Youth Bureau Ser-

vice to Youth Banquet for their many hours of community service in 

which they assisted the Recreation department at events and in activi-

ties. Their hours totaled between 50 and 200. YES volunteers have also 

assisted the Town of Hamburg Lions Club and the Rotary Club of 

Hamburg. YES members who were honored were, from left: Nicolas 

Gelyon, Lauren Antonik, Sandra Nelson, Trevor Lates, Elizabeth 

Wheeler, Brandon Tomasik and Katrina Drewiega. 

 

 

Awards for Service to Youth 

(STY) 2015-2016 

 

Michael J. Dundon STY Award 

Dr. Cherie Santasiero 

Dr. Ronald Santasiero 

 

Mary T. Blakeslee STY Award 

Amy Kane 

Thomas Nelson 

 

Character Coach of the Year 

Award 

Michael McGarry 

Dorene Bruce 

William “Fritz” Sticht 

 

Donny Thiry Human Spirit 

Award 

Claire Otis 
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Volunteers, professionals earn Service to Youth Awards 

 

Michael J. Dundon Service to 

Youth Award 

    Dr. Ronald Santasiero and 

Dr. Cherie Santasiero, cofound-

ers of the Sedona Holistic Health 

Medical Center in Hamburg were 

jointly presented the Michael J. 

Dundon Service to Youth Award 

in ceremonies at the Town of 

Hamburg Youth Bureau Awards 

Banquet at Michael’s Banquet 

Facility April 21. The award is 

given to the person who best ex-

emplifies the service of the late 

Michael J. Dundon, a longtime 

executive director of the Youth 

Bureau. Dr. Ron Santasiero is a 

family physician and Dr. Cherie 

Santasiero is a psychotherapist in 

practice together.  

    The Santasieros were honored 

for over 20 years of treating and 

assisting young people and their 

families in fighting the battle of 

addiction. Mary Eisenhauer, 

Youth Consultant for the Town of 

Hamburg, nominated the doctors 

for the Dundon Award.  “In addi-

tion to the demands and countless 

hours of this painstaking endeav-

or, they have written a book to 

help people understand and treat 

addicted teens,” Eisenhauer said.        

    “Their book is considered by 

many to be one of the most thor-

ough, definitive, insightful and 

therapeutic works on one of the 

most devastating dilemmas our 

culture faces. Unfortunately, a 

dilemma that has taken on epi-

demic proportions in Western 

New York in general and tragical-

ly impacted an ever-growing 

number of youth and families in 

the Town of Hamburg.” 

Mary T. Blakeslee Service to 

Youth Awards 

 Amy Kane (below) and Thom-

as Nelson (no photo available) 

received the Mary T. 

Blakeslee Service to 

Youth Award. Nom-

inated by Megan 

Moelbert, Hamburg 

Middle School li-

brarian, for her vol-

unteer service to teachers and stu-

dents at the school, Kane was cit-

ed for helping coordinate numer-

ous events and activities, as well 

as serving as a parent representa-

tive.  

    Nelson was nominated by Da-

vid McDermott of the Hamburg 

Hawks Hockey Association for 

his 40-plus years of service as a 

coach since he was 14 years old.    

    He has served the HHHA as 

assistant coach, head coach, board 

member, division director, web-

master, girls director, treasurer 

and is currently director for 

HHHA’s “mini-mites” group for 

6-year-old children. The award is 

named for the late Mary T. 

Blakeslee, a former long-time 

member of the Town of Hamburg 

Youth Board. 
 

Character Coaches of the  

Year Awards 

    Honored as Character Coaches 

of the Year were Michael McGar-

ry, Dorene Bruce and William 

“Fritz” Sticht.  

    Michael McGarry 

“epitomizes this award in every 

way,” wrote Josh 

Haeick in nominat-

ing him. Over a nine

-year coaching ca-

reer with the Ham-

burg Junior Baseball 

& Softball League, 

Mike has had a huge 

influence on Girls Softball and 

our league as a whole.” McGarry 

is credited with expanding the 

program from nine to 14 teams in 

four age divisions. “Mike draws a 

perfect balance of being passion-

ate, competitive and enthusiastic 

while maintaining a clear focus 

on sportsmanship, skill develop-

ment and fun,” said Haeick. “If 

you go to a game that Mike 

coaches in, you will see a team 

that is close like a family, playing 

pranks, joking around and having 

fun.  
 

    You’ll also see a team that is 

focused, fiercely competitive, full 

of positive energy and respectful 

to the opponent and umpire.” 

Youth Consultant Mary Eisenhauer, 

left, presents the Michael J. Dundon 

Service to Youth Award to Dr. Cherie 

Santasiero  and Dr. Ronald Santasiero. 

See ‘Youth’ on Page  6 



    Dorene Bruce, right, has been 

involved with youth sports for over 

10 years and was nominated by Eric 

Adams for her coaching and support 

of Hamburg Little Loop Football, 

where she not only coaches, but has 

also served as treasurer, cheer coor-

dinator, vice president and her cur-

rent role as president. “Dorene is an 

inspiration to the children she coaches and leads,” 

said Kari Michalek. “The work ethic and values she 

teaches them goes with them throughout their lives 

and helps them to be better people. Many of these 

kids come back to see her and say how much they 

miss being coached by her. Some have even come 

back and are following in her footsteps by coach-

ing. This in itself a testament to Dorene and the 

person she is and what she means to the kids.” 
 

    Fritz Sticht, right, was nomi-

nated by the Board of Directors of 

the Hamburg Hawks Association 

for his coaching work with HHHA 

for over eight years, first organiz-

ing the youngest players who are 4 

and 5 years old, moving up to 

work with each older age group, 

being a head coach at every level. 

In this capacity, he instilled “a love 

for the game of hockey for every player he has and 

still coaches,” said McDermott in nominating 

Sticht. “Coach Sticht teaches his players to respect 

one another, the other team and the officials.”  

    Claire Otis was selected to receive the Donny 

Thiry Human Spirit Award which honors the 

memory of the late Donny Thiry. “Like Donny, 

Claire has some physical disability, but she is not 

defined by any limits she may have, but rather by 

her willingness to overcome obstacles and suc-

ceed,” said Martin C. Denecke, director of the 

Town of Hamburg Department of Youth, Recrea-

tion and Senior Services in presenting the award to 

Otis, a former college intern with the Recreation 

department and later a seasonal employee in the 

Town Tot program.  

    Donny Thiry was also a Recreation employee 

who loved sports but was prevented from active 

participation due to physical limitations resulting 

from neurofibromatosis. Determined to live a full 

life, Donny faced challenges with grit and persever-

ance. 
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‘Youth’ from Page  5 

Top photo, members of Thomas Nelson’s family 

picked up the Mary T. Blakeslee Service to Youth 

Award on behalf of the honoree who was unable 

to attend the banquet. Posing with the award are: 

Lower photo, members of the Town of Hamburg 

Youth Board are from left:  Front row: Ellen Hen-

ry, chair; Kara Brese, Marcia Lewis and Marlene 

Castiglia. Back row: Michaela Kacmarski, Fron-

tier student rep; Erin Kane, Hamburg student rep, 

Colleen Kaney and Amy Rooth. 



TOWN BOARD 
Steven J. Walters Sr.—Supervisor 

Thomas Best Jr.—Council Member 

Michael Quinn Jr. —Council Member 
 

 

TOWN OF HAMBURG 

YOUTH, RECREATION &  

SR.  SERVICES DEPT. STAFF 
Martin C. Denecke—Director 

Joseph P. Wenzel—Deputy Director 
 

Recreation Staff 

Curt S. Herrmann—Sr. Rec Supervisor 

Luke T. Sullivan—Rec Supervisor 

Timothy M. Jerome—Rec Supervisor 

Amy Brown—Recreation Attendant 
 

Senior Services Staff 

Joseph S. Pietras—Sr. Rec Supervisor 

Marc C. Collins—Rec Supervisor 
 

Adult Day Care Staff 

Shirley Spaulding—Sr. Program  

Coordinator 

Rosanne Witryk—Program Coordinator 
 

Youth Staff 

Mary Eisenhauer—Youth Consultant 

Beverly Preischel—YES Coordinator 

Nicole Dayka—YO Program Coordinator 

SPECIAL THANKS TO 

The following organizations for their sup-

port. Their help and generosity allows us 

to continually provide quality services. 
 

Special Donations 

Dani Fit 

Evenhouse Printing 

The Donny Thiry Foundation 

The Jeremy Krencik Family 

The Rotary Club of Hamburg 

The Town of Hamburg Lions Club 
 

Grant Funds 

Buffalo Bills Youth Foundation 

Federal Transit Administration 

Golf Builders Association of America 

Hook a Kid on Golf Foundation 

Nat’l.  Recreation & Parks Assn. 

United States Tennis Association 

Major Sponsors 

Dick’s Sporting Goods 

J.P. Fitzgerald’s Restaurant 

Hamburg Lions Club 

Pizza Hut 

Tops Friendly Markets 

Wendy’s 

Facility Use 

Braymiller’s Lanes 

Buffalo Bills 

Frontier Central Schools 

Hamburg Central Schools 

St. Francis High School 

Kissing Bridge 

The Hub 

Hilbert College 

Newsletter designed 

and written by  

Eileen A. Hotho—

Editor 
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THERAPEUTIC POOL—Rental options for the town’s  

therapeutic pool are available to established, independent, 

wellness professionals (physical therapists, chiropractors, 

fitness trainers, etc.) as a site for low impact therapy and 

training options. For information, please call 646-0665.   

 

 

 

 

                                       646-5145 (www.hamburg-youth-rec-seniors.com) recreation@townofhamburgny.com 

 

 


